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SUBJECT: NEW POLITICAL PARTY MANIFESTO 

REF: DACCA 1094 

1 . VICE PRESIDENT SATTAR, CONVENOR OF THE JATIYABADI 
GANATANTRIK DAL (JAGODAL), ANNOUNCED THE DETAILS OF 
THE NEW PARTY'S POLICIAL PROGRAM AT A NEWS CONFERENCE 
FEBRUARY 27. IN A BRIEF STATEMENT CONTAINING NO 
SURPRISES, SATTAR SAID THE PARTY BELIEVED IN A STRONG 
PRESIDENTIAL GOVERNMENT ELECTED ON UNIVERSAL ADULT 
SUFFRAGE, A PARLIAMENT SUPREME IN ITS LAW-MAKING 
AUTHORITY AND WITH CONTROL OF THE BUDGET AND AN INDE- 
PENDENT JUDICIARY. 

2. GIVING FEW DETAILS BEYOND A BARE OUTLINE OF THE 
PROPOSED GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE, SATTAR SAID THAT THE 
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PARLIAMENT, ELECTED ALSO UNDER UNIVERSAL FRANCHISE, WOULD 
BE SUPREME "IN ITS OWN SPHERE." NO DETAILS WERE GIVEN 
ON THE WORKING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND THE 
PARLIAMENT OR ON HOW DISPUTES BETWEEN THE TWO MIGHT BE 
RESOLVED. 

3. CONCENTRATING MORE ON PARTY PHILOSOPHY THAN GOVERNMENT 
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STRUCTURE, SATTAR EXPLAINED THAT JAGODAL WOULD BE BASED ON 
SOCIALISM DEFINED AS "SOCIAL JUSTICE." HIGHEST PRIORITY 
WOULD BE PLACED ON RURAL DEVELOPMENT. OTHER PARTY OBJECTIVES 
WOULD INCLUDE STRENGTHING OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND DECENTRALI- 
ZATION OF POWER, "PROGRESSIVE AND MULTIPURPOSE" HEALTH AND 
FAMILY PLANNING POLICIES AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BASED ON A 
"COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT." 

4. IN FOREIGN POLICY, THE PARTY WOULD BE GUIDED BY "MALICE 
TOWARD NONE." IT WOULD OPPOSE EXPANSIONISM AND HEGEMONISM WHILE 
SEEKING TO CCONSOLIDATE FREIENDSHIP WITH ALL MUSLIM AND 

THRID WORLD COUNTRIES. COOPERATIVE EFFORTS WOULD BE MADE 
FOR AMITY WITH NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES. 

5. REPLYING TO QUESTIONS FOLLOWING THE FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT, 
SATTAR SAID THAT THERE WAS NO LEGAL BAR ON PARTY MEMBERSHIP 
FOR THOSE HOLDING PUBLIC OFFICE (A MOOT POINT CONSIDERING THE 
NUMBER OF PRESIDENTIAL ADVISORS ON THE CONVENING COMMITTEE). 

HE STATED ALSO THAT THE PARTY BELIEVED IN OPEN POLITICS AND 
EARLY ELECTIONS (AN ALMOST UNIVERSAL DEMAND RECENTLY OF ALL 
PARTIES). ON THE IMPORTANT QUESTION OF THE FOURTH AMENDMENT, 
TACKED ON TO THE ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION BY SHEIKH 

MUJIB IN HIS EFFORT TO GIVE ABSOLUTE POWER TO THE PRESI- 
DENCY, SATTAR SAID THAT "UNDEMOCRATIC" ELEMENTS WOULD 
BE REMOVED. IN HIS CONCLUDING REMARKS, SATTAR ADDED THAT 
ANY POLITICAL PARTY WOULD BE WELCOME TO JOIN JAGODAL. 
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6. PRESIDENT ZIA HAS NEITHER OFFICIALLY JOINED NOR ALLUDED 

TO THE PARTY BEING ORGANIZED IN HIS BEHALF. HE USED 

HIS FIVE-DAY SWING THROUGH CHITTAGONG DISTRICT (REFTEL) 

TO EXHORT, AS USUAL, THE POPULACE TO GREATER DEVELOPMENT 
ACHIEVEMENTS. WHETHER HE OFFICIALLY ASSOCIATES HIMSELF 
NOW OR LATER, HOWEVER, IT IS CLEAR, AS EXPECTED, THAT ZIA 
INTENDS TO USE HIS NEW PARTY PLATFORM TO EXPAND HIS ONW 
PREFERENCE IN GOVERNMENTAL STRUCTURE FOR BANGLADESH. 
BERGESEN 
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